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Synopsis

Completely reorganized to reflect the growing intricacy of the study of ASL linguistics, the 5th edition
presents 26 units in seven parts. Part One: Introduction presents a revision of Defining Language
and an entirely new unit, Defining Linguistics. Part Two: Phonology has been completely updated
with new terminology and examples. The third part, Morphology, features units on building new
signs, deriving nouns from verbs, compounds, fingerspelling, and numeral incorporation. Part Four:
Syntax includes units on basic sentence types, lexical categories, word order, time and aspect,
verbs, and the function of space. The fifth part, Semantics, offers updates on the meanings of
individual signs and sentences.Part Six: Language in Use showcases an entirely new section on
Black ASL in the unit on Variation and Historical Change. The units on bilingualism and language
and ASL discourse have been thoroughly revised and updated, and the Language as Art unit has
been enhanced with a new section on ASL in film. Two new readings update Part Seven, and all
text illustrations have been replaced by video stills from the expanded DVD. Also, signs described
only with written explanations in past editions now have both photographic samples in the text and

full demonstrations in the DVD.
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The text is clearly organized and concisely written. Both text and accompanying DVD best benefit
ASL students of level lll or higher. The material contains practical and applicable exercises for each
unit, supplemental readings with examples that reinforce information presented in the core parts,
and solid references. A glossary is not part of the text, so take time to log vocabulary while
reading.ISBN-13: 978-1563685071 andISBN-10: 1563685078A A Linguistics of American Sign
Language, 5th Ed.: An Introduction

The supplemental text in the back of the book is excellent, but the actual book is very short on

explanation and does not clearly convey all the ideas.

Bought the book new and it came a bit beat up but thats more of a shipping thing and it was barely

noticable

as a Deaf Culture and Anthropological Linguistic major, this book was perfect. May be dry for
others, but | will use this more than many of the textbooks we have been forced to read. Love the
information, connections made by hearing and Deaf researchers (thank you Carol) and is sure to be

a main stay in my vast library.

It came with the DVD and was in perfect condition

Amazing book that makes linguistics of ASL clear for those with no linguistics background! Really a

great book for those learning about Deaf Cultures

As a linguist with a little knowledge of ASL, this book opened my eyes even wider to the language

Saved me about $30. Needed this book for school, more expensive in the bookstore. Arrived in a

timely manner. Came with everything mentioned and brand new. Very satisfied with purchase
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